

Quite a Number of Accepted Religious Beliefs are of Extra-Biblical Origins.  
It Would Shock the Average Worshipper to Learn the True Source of Many Teachings and Practices held Dear in this ‘Modern’ World. 
     
                                                        © Rich Traver,  81520-1411,   1-27-07    [ 84 ]
Those of us familiar with and accepting of the fact that the Early New Testament Church left its first love and drifted into apostasy may be able to name a number of beliefs held today that would qualify as apostate doctrine.  We know that Judaism, as was practiced in the first century, had by then also become apostate to a certain degree, being heavily contaminated with (Gnostic) Hellenistic philosophy and at least a measure of mysticism.  

But ‘the reformation fixed all that’, many think.  When Protestantism severed itself from the estab-lishment church, it overthrew certain corrupted practices of that embodiment of apostasy, and the religious world was then opened up to ‘rational review’.  Worshippers today take comfort in the thought that the protestant movement corrected much of what was wrong.  Well, it’s a nice thought.
In fact, IF the average worshipper were to find the true origins of many of his cherished beliefs and practices, he would be astounded.  Many beliefs and customs rooted deeply in our religious culture have origins other than our Bibles.
Perhaps the most significant contributor to the great apostasy is one least reported in the main stream establishment.  Exactly why this isn’t discussed all that much should be readily apparent from the following:

Excerpts from: “Mithraism” (emphasis added)  
by Mudarras Kadhir Gaznavi  (From the Internet)

www.geocities.com/spenta_mainyu_2/mithras.htm
“…major and identifiable precursors of the 'celestial' faiths of our day…have in their own ways influenced the celestial belief systems of later periods. Nobody in his right mind could say that… primitive beliefs, primal religions, animism, and some others…ended their influence on humans abruptly. Traces of those beliefs are deep within the psychologies of the earthlings. Just make a search you'll find at least a few of them within yourself.  In short, they are with us! 

MITHRA : THE GOD OF LIGHT

One of those belief systems which had a great influence 
on the 'belief systems of the book' is the Mithraic cult. Basically it is the worship of the Indo-Iranian 'god of light' Mithra. It has spread from Persia to Asia Minor (today's Anatolia) and from there to the west. One of the last of the oriental mystery cults to reach the west, Mithraism, has emerged as the chief rival and opponent of Christianity as Paganism was dying. It came to Egypt two hundred years before Jesus; reached Rome around the turn of the millennium and soon became the Roman Empire's most important religion - the cult of Mithras,  who was a superior entity from the pantheon of  Indians and Persians.
MITANNIES & THE LAND OF KHURU (ASIA MINOR)

In order to understand what role Asia Minor (Anatolia) has played in the progress of Mithraism towards west we should stop for a brief period at the land of 'Khuru' where Hurrian people lived. The Bible calls them the Horites and their land Khuru. The Horites mentioned in the Old Testament were not a Semitic people. Their home was among the mountains around Lake Van in Eastern Anatolia. They were prominent in northern Mesopotamia, Syria and eastern Asia Minor about 1500 B.C. The names on many Hurrian documents indicate that at least the princely caste must be reckoned as Indo-Aryan. In the north of Mesopotamia they established the powerful kingdom of Mitanni between the upper reaches of the Euphrates and Tigris. Their kings had collected around them an aristocracy of warlike charioteers and they bore Indo-Aryan names. The aristocracy of the country was called Marya (an old Indian word) which is the equivalent of 'young warriors'. Their temples were dedicated to old Indian gods. Magic incantations from Rigveda were intoned in front of the images of Mithras - the victorious champion of Light against Darkness, who ruled the storms, and of Varuna who governed the eternal order of the universe. With the arrival of this supreme being the old gods of the Semites crashed from their pedestals. In reality the Mithra which attracted the West was not this nationalist one, but an amalgam which took its final shape in the eastern Asia Minor (Anatolia) where the Persian traditions survived the longest.
MITHRA : THE CHIEF DEITY 

It is possible that Mithra was subordinate both to the first principle Zurvan Akarana/Zeroana Akerne (infinite time) and to Ahura Mazda.  Mithra as the creator, and also as mediator between man and the higher beings was clearly the chief deity of the cult as practised. Ahriman-Angra Mainyu was the power of death and darkness, who was perhaps regarded as the prince of this world. Among the events that appear certain are;
  ● The birth of Mithra from a rock,

  ● His shooting an arrow at a cliff to bring forth water (Do you remember the similar stories about Moses…?),  

  ● His adventures in pursuit of the sacred bull ending with his reluctant sacrifice of the animal,

  ● His alliance with the Sun-god, the banquet shared with him (Do you  remember the 'last supper'?)

  ● Mithra became the creator of life, as by his other exploits he was its protector against evil.
Well, what about the organization of mysteries?  It is known that there were seven degrees of initiation open to the adept, perhaps corresponding to the seven planetary spheres to be traversed by the soul in its upward progress. Those in the lowest ranks were called 'servants', those in the middle and above, the 'partici-pants', perhaps with reference to the sacred meal of bread and water, which the Christian writers have likened to the eucharist. Initiation was open to males only, and women were excluded. Intensive cleansing, including perhaps a sort of baptism, were prerequisite to initiation. The initiated person was branded on the fore-head, to mark him henceforth as a recruit in the army of Mithra, sworn to combat all evil. At the head of each group was either a pater or a priest. There is no hint of the Persian magus or anything resembling a priestly caste. There was no ecumenical organization or hier-archy. At most, at each centre there was a pater patrum (father of fathers), who was an overseer or bishop.
THE FAITHFUL WOULD ENJOY IMMORTALITY

Mithraism professed to explain the origins of the universe and also its end; and Mithra who had created once and was now man's defender and helper, would in those final days inaugurate a new order in which the faithful would enjoy forever a blessed immortality. (Immortality! Mankind's basic wish is addressed again). Mithra like other oriental supreme beings  has offered man deliver-ance, but unlike such others as Attis and Osiris he could also serve as an ideal, a heroic leader for man to follow and be more successful in the struggle against evil. Mithra is not mentioned in the Gathas. Which shows that he was deliberately ignored in the monotheistic reforms of Zoroaster-Zarathustra. Later Zoroasrianism found room for him but only as a subordinate to the supreme god Ohrmazd (Ormizd, Ahura Mazda, Hormuz). Avestan hymns - The scriptures of Zoroastrianism - depict him as;
  ● The god of the heavenly light

  ● All seeing

  ● The guardian of oaths

  ● The protector of the righteous in this world and the next

  ● The arch foe of the powers of evil and darkness

  ● The god of battles.

MITHRA - MAITREYA - MESHIA - MESSIAH

In Persia where he was the messenger of Ahura Mazda (god of light) he appeared in the sky at dawn and then crossed the firmament in a chariot drawn by four white horses (Sky has always been considered the right place for the 'supreme beings'). As a mediator between the worlds of light and darkness, as humanity's ally in the struggle against evil and as the soul's guide in its ascent to the eternal life, Mithras was soon identified as the redeemer prophesied by Zarathustra and also the Sun-god who would appear as a human being at the end of time. He finally became the supreme godhead and started his triumphal progress across the Greco-Roman world concurrently with the Buddhist saviour Maitreya in the East. The name Maitreya is related to the Aramaic meshia (Messiah) who is the one that Jews continue to hope for as their Saviour. Both Maitreya and meshia / messiah are expected to come in the future to save the mankind and establish the 'divine' rule. Both words - Maitreya and Mithra - are etymologically related, Maitreya means 'friendly, loving' and is derived from maitri the Sanskrit form of Mithras. But that is not all! 
Used as a personal name Maitreya even means 'Son of Mithra.' Like Maitreya, Mithras is said to be waiting in heaven for the end of time, when he will descend to earth. According to legend, the redeemer will be born of a virgin, a goddess, thrusting through animal skin to the light of day. His birth will be watched by shepherds, who will worship the newly born (He will be born of a virgin.. His birth will be watched by the shepherds.. Shepherds will worship him. Have a guess as to where you could have read a similar story. Have you detected the parallels with the story of Jesus and some others?)  His earthly mission culminates in his victory over the bull...

From the body of the dying bull grow corn (bread) and grapes (wine) until Mithras finally mounts to heaven in the Sun-chariot and is enthroned by the god of light as the ruler of the world who would return to earth to a-waken the dead and pass judgment. (Mounts to heaven.  Enthroned as god.  He will return to earth to awaken the dead and pass judgment.  Parallels again?)  The legend does not specify whether this birth is a past or future event. For those who believed in Mithras; 
He was the 'coming one', whose arrival was celebrated every year on the night of 24-25 December (This is someone else's birthday. Does it ring a bell?), when the community had its important festivity. 

Another big annual festival was held at the start of spring (Easter?). 

The weekly divine service was held on Sunday - the day of the supreme being. 

The most important cult activity was a meal of wine and bread - offered as consecrated wafers bearing the sign of a cross. 

These similarities are too much [to summarily dismiss]!
'SOL INVICTUS MITHRA' (THE UNCONQUERABLE SUN MITHRA)

Institution of a state cult of the sol invictus ('unconquer-able sun') in Rome by Aurelian [270-275] may have contributed to the prestige of Mithra who also bore this proud title.  But Mithra has never achieved a place in the public cults of the state.  It was the year 307 A.D. under Diocletian an imperial dedication was made to Sol Invictus Mithra, acclaiming him as the 'protector of the empire' is found. (Constantine came to power in 306 A.D. in the east.)
MITHRAISM & CHRISTIANITY

 Christianity and Mithraism have much in common:
  ● A divine lord by whose deeds, performed once, man was assured of salvation,

  ● A sacramental meal,

  ● A ritual of baptism,

  ● A concept of religion, which turns the religious life to 
enlistment and service under a divine commander, like 
militia Christi or militia Mithrae,

  ● Their ideas of heaven and hell and of the Last Judg-ment were not dissimilar,

  ● A moral code considerably higher and more rigid than that found in a contemporary society or required by most other cults,

  ● The spiritual leader of the hierarchically organized Mithras religion was entitled Pater Patrum, 'Father of Fathers' - like the Roman Pope,

  ● Pope's church - Church of St. Peter - was built over a Mithraic cult site.

  ● The Mithras cult had six other sacraments which corresponded completely with those of the Catholic Church - including a slap during confirmation.
'A LITURGY PLEASE !'  WE NEED IT  FAST! 

When in the beginning of the 4th century A.D. emperor Constantine declared the catholic Christianity as the state religion, he had no alternative but to take over the liturgy of the popular Mithraic Church. Let's remember: For those who believed in Mithras, he was the 'coming one' whose arrival was celebrated every year on the night of 24-25 December when the com-munity had its important festivity (This is the day of the winter solstice; adopted by the early Christians as the birthday of Jesus). Another big annual festival was held at the start of the spring (Easter?). The weekly divine service was held on Sunday - the day of the supreme being. According to C.F. von Volney,  "The mass is nothing other than the celebration of these [Mithraic] mysteries...The Dominus vobiscum is literally the utter-ance of the acceptance: chron-k-am, p-ak."  The most important cult activity was a meal of wine and bread - offered as consecrated wafers bearing the sign of a cross. We have here more similarities. Let's list them:
  ● Mithra's birthday is taken over as Jesus' birthday.

  ● Divine Sunday service is taken over.

  ● Sunday became the day of the supreme being.

  ● Cult activity of eating bread and drinking wine is grafted on to Christianity.
WHOSE BIRTHDAY IS THIS?

But do you really remember Jesus' birthday? Well, naturally the birth date of Jesus is not known for sure. The organized religion - the Christian Church - has fixed it as December 25th (Wasn't it the date for the yearly celebration of the arrival of the 'coming one' - Mithras?). Luke and Matthew in relation to the birth of Jesus wrote that shepherds were out in the country keeping watch over their flocks day and night. But it must be brought to your attention that in Palestine in the month of December nights are cold, neither the sheep nor the shepherds keeping watch over their flocks at night could be found, because there would be frost. Flocks are put out to grass between the months of March and November. So there is something amiss. And you know what it is: This birth date is not the real one. It is the birth date of Mithra taken over from the Romans who were celebrating this date as the 'birthday of Mithras'. Romans worshipped Mithras as the saviour of the mankind, and these cele-brations were for Dies Natalis Invicti ('Birthdate of the Unconquered'). In short, when the Romans were con-verted to Christianity they have just converted the Mithra festival into a Christian festival. This date was arbitrarily fixed by a Scythian monk - Dionysius Exiguus in the year 533 A.D. Furthermore he moved 1 B.C to 1 A.D.  Prior to Exiguus, Jesus' birthday was fixed as 6th January, which is still celebrated in the Orthodox church, in the Balkans and Mexico. So where did this birth day come from in the first place? The Christian feast of the epiphany has originated in the Eastern Church probably as early as 3rd century A.D., and came to be celebrated in the West in the 4th century A.D.  The choice of date, January 6, is presumably an adaptation of rival pagan feasts. In Egypt, the waters of the Nile were reputed to acquire special powers during the night of January 5-6, the festival of the god Aeon, who was born of the virgin Kore (They all seem to be mothered exclusively by virgins. 
The birthday on 6th January was celebrated in Egypt and Asia Minor. And Jesus' January birthday may have been taken over from Aeon's birthday.  Chief among the makers of the Christian doctrines was apostle Paul who was a former Pharisee.  Paul was a man of great intellectual vigour and was deeply and dispassionately interested in the religious movements of the time. He was well-versed in Judaism, and in Mithraism and the Alexandrian faiths of the day.  He has carried over many of the ideas and terms of expression into Christianity. According to the Aquarian Gospel, the Jews of Palestine have never believed in human sacrifice, nor in the crucifixion of Messiah for the sins of the world.  But the Pagans believed that their gods Adonis, Attis, Osiris and Mithra had died for the sins of mankind.  It was Paul who borrowed the idea of a scapegoat and laid stress on the crucified Jesus.
CHRISTIANITY IS VICTORIOUS (!?)
Similarities were outweighed by the differences, but in similarities Christianity had the advantage in a period when popular and philosophic thought was increasingly 
tending to monotheism.  According to some, another reason for the ultimate triumph of the Christianity over its more respectable rivals was the fact that, being unfettered by fantastic myth and ritual of uncivilized origin, it dealt with the eschatological and other spiritual needs of the time in a more rational manner than did its rivals  (in other words it addressed the basic needs of 'earthlings' like becoming immortal, not worrying about death, a clear promise about the afterlife etc., much better than the others).  What was left of Greek rationality has contributed a logical and coherent theology to the new religion. 
  Mithraism for all its exaltation of Mithra was surely bound to its polytheistic traditions.  Mithraism has suffered too in comparison, by having as its redeemer a mythical figure whose appeal could never match that of the historical Jesus worshipped by the Christians as the 'god incarnate'.  Mithraism was fatally weak in its exclusion of women. It failed also to use the family as a source of religious strength and continuity. This failure may explain why Mithraism has collapsed so suddenly and disappeared with such surprising rapidity.”
--------------------------------------------------------------------------
Well, another reason may also account for it.  It never did fully collapse, but rather, experienced a series of ‘name changes’, blending right into and perpetuating the momentum the other!   We need to understand the word ‘disappeared’ not as a termin-ation, but rather as a submergence into the religious cultural flow long established by that date.

Another important mis-perception is that Constan-tine accepted and adopted Christianity as the new state religion.  As should be apparent, he further adapted Christianity, as it had by then developed, into the already established religious drift of the Empire!  The ease of which he was able to do so speaks volumes regarding the religious mind set already extant in Asia Minor.  Keep in mind, as stated on page 3, left column, about the same time that Constantine was ‘accepting’ Christianity, his counterpart in Rome, Diocletian, had ‘declared’ Mithraism’s god as ‘protector of the empire’, just one generation after his predecessor, Aurelian, had 
instituted ‘the cult of Sol Invictus’ as state religion.
A Pre-emptive Strike
Understanding the religious climate existing in the world before and in the early decades of the New Testament Church, the vision in Revelation 12 becomes especially pertinent.  It was intended all along, by sinister forces, to have a counterfeit belief system in place before Christianity came to be, with intent to devour it (by mis-representing the identity of its central figure) in the minds of potential believers.  We can see in this passage who is behind this subterfuge: Satan, thru the auspices of the fourth Beast Empire.  “And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads.  And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born.” (Rev.12:3-4)  Not only as a precursor, but also fol-lowing after its establishment.  “And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the woman which brought forth the man child.  And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent.  And the serpent cast out of his mouth water as a flood after the woman, that he might cause her to be carried away of the flood.”  (v. 13-15)  Having been unsuccessful in devouring it’s central figure as He emerged onto the world scene, the Dragon then turned his wrath against the Church, by issuing out of his mouth a great flood of mis-information (including false or contamin-ated doctrine): a doctrine tailored especially to a prepared world, which gave that false doctrine ready acceptance (swallowing it) on a major scale!
Apostate Christianity, falsely so called, was a ready environment for the infusion of Mithraic concepts and practices (tinged with vestigial elements of Gnosticism) as the religious and political culture of the day was already primed with these beliefs.
Satan’s Seat
In the paragraph at the top left of page 2, the author states that Mithraism ‘endured the longest and developed its final shape in eastern Asia Minor’, the very area in which the seven churches of Reve-lation 2 and 3 once existed, late in the apostolic era.  In the message to one of these, (Pergamos) John twice mentions that its locale was where Satan’s seat was. In 2:13, it says “I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan's seat is: and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth.”  It was just north of there, two centuries later, where Emperor Constantine established his capitol, the second (eastern) ‘leg’ of the Roman Empire.  (Daniel 2:33)
It’s interesting that the modern evangelical will often allude to the metaphor of ‘from Jerusalem to Antioch’ to somehow justify the trans-mergence from a more Judaic (Old Testament (Sabbatarian)) Church to a ‘Gentile (Sunday keeping) church’.  It was in Antioch where the Saints were first called ‘Christians’.  Silisian Antioch is located in the southern border region of Asia Minor, while Pisidian Antioch is in the very heart of it.  What few recognize in this attempt to assign the changes in the New Testament religion to apostolic sanction is the fact that Sabbathkeeping remained clear thru to the time of Constantine.  It was his Council of Nicea in 325 that officially banned it, along with keeping the Passover!  Any drift away from the doctrines and practices of the early Church, IF first detected in Antioch, were not of apostolic origin!
But that allegation isn’t without certain detriment to the evangelicals, because, to allege such a drift away from “Old Testament legalism’, they must admit to what the Church’s original position in fact had been!  But Antioch is credited with being the ‘first base’ toward so called ‘New Testament theology’, which from the above we can see was no such thing. That theology which unsuspecting worshippers so fervently embrace is undisguised Mithraism in too many respects for comfort.  Many doctrinal premises have been added, not having real Biblical basis.  It is our task to seek and hold to ‘the Faith once delivered’.  What we have in the world today is not that faith.                                 Ω
======================================================

Request these Related topics:
  “What Regard Should We have for Pauline Theology”

  “Gnosticism and the New Testament Church”

  “Marcion Marches ON!”
======================================================
�  What was left of Greek rationality was the usable elements of Gnosticism that permeated the Hellenistic world.  This is dealt with more specifically in the article “Gnosticism and the New Testament Church”.  Gnosticism was not a religion of and by itself, rather, it’s characteristic was to lend its philo-sophical views to other religions.
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